Commentary

imagined to appear in the embrasure of the window later
on. Her entry makes the curtains important.

Amy's opening speech. She laments her advancing age
and indicates her delicate health, which keeps her house-
bound; it is autumn; summer seems a long way off. When
young, she had no fears that life at Wishwood might come
to an end; Time would flow perpetually on through the
seasons, year after year, and nothing would change;
Wishwood and its purposes would serenely continue, but
now she feels no such assurance.

Much of Eliot's philosophy of Time underlies this
speech.

In poem after poem he reflects on the endless, cyclical
return of year after year, season after season, from which
there seems no escape, yet in which there lies neither
' meaning or purpose but an endless repetition. Compare:

Sweeney Agonistes (Second Fragment)

Birth, and copulation, and death...
That's all, that's all, that's all, that's all,
Birth and copulation and death...
Morning Evening Noontime Night...

The Rock (Opening Chorus)

0 perpetual recurrenc e of determined seasons,
O world of spring and autumn, birth and dying!

Murder in the Cathedral (Opening Chorus)
Now I fear disturbance of the quiet seasons .. . ete.

There is no way (he seems at first to suggest) of breaking
out of these meaningless cycles of Time; but his answer to
this is given in The Rock (Opening Chorus to Part II) in the
passage already quoted (Introduction; page 20).

Then came, at a predetermined moment, a moment in
time and of time...
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